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and sell them. Mr. Holmes attended Glades 
Central High School in Belle Glade, where he 
excelled in football, basketball and track. He 
went on to attend College at Ohio State from 
2003 to 2005, where he starred as a wide re-
ceiver. In 2006 he was picked 25th in the first 
round of the NFL draft. 

Mr. Holmes’ performance in the Pittsburgh 
Steelers’ victory over the Arizona Cardinals 
was nothing short of tremendous. He caught 9 
receptions for a total of 131 yards. It was his 
last reception, however, that was most signifi-
cant. With less than a minute remaining, the 
Steelers trailed the Cardinals 23–20. Steelers 
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger, in an impro-
vised play, lofted the ball toward the right cor-
ner, over the hands of three defenders. Mr. 
Holmes leaped to get it and managed to drag 
both feet in bounds, his toes barely scraping 
the grass before he tumbled out of bounds. 
This touchdown and the subsequent conver-
sion gave the Steelers a winning margin of 
27–23. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Holmes’ recognition as 
the Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl XLIII 
is well deserved. Mr. Holmes’ personal story 
also highlights the promise and opportunity of 
our great nation, that all Americans, even 
those from the most humble of backgrounds, 
may achieve tremendous things. I am ex-
tremely proud to congratulate Mr. Holmes and 
encourage my colleagues to join me in doing 
so as well. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. THOMAS 
GREENBOWE 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the excellence in education in the 
4th Congressional District of Iowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Dr. Thomas Greenbowe 
of Iowa State University, who has been named 
the 2008 Iowa Professor of the Year by the 
Council for Advancement and Support of Edu-
cation (CASE) and The Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching. 

The U.S. Professors of the Year is a pres-
tigious program that honors outstanding col-
lege and university instructors across the 
country. National and state U.S. Professors of 
the Year Awards are given each year to 
teachers across the country that have touched 
and elevated the lives and careers of their stu-
dents. Dr. Greenbowe has an accomplished 
history as a Professor of Chemistry at Iowa 
State which began in 1990. 

I congratulate Dr. Thomas Greenbowe on 
his well-deserved Iowa Professor of the Year 
Award, and I’m certain that he will continue to 
improve Chemistry and Science education for 
many years to come. It is a great honor to 
represent Dr. Greenbowe in the United States 
Congress, and I wish him continued success. 

THE MILITARY DOMESTIC AND 
SEXUAL VIOLENCE RESPONSE ACT 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to reintroduce the Military Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Response Act. This important 
piece of legislation will ensure greater protec-
tions for service members and their families if 
they become victims of violence. It also will 
strengthen programs to prevent violence 
against fellow soldiers and military families. 

Unfortunately, sexual assault and domestic 
violence are pervasive and serious problems 
throughout all branches of the military. In 
March 2008, the Department of Defense 
(DoD) released their fourth annual sexual as-
sault report, which stated that there were 
2,688 reports of sexual assault in 2007. Al-
though this is down from the 2,947 allegations 
of sexual assaults reported in 2006, the DoD 
changed their reporting requirements from cal-
endar year to fiscal year, so there is no way 
to tell if this reflects a decrease in sexual as-
saults or not. In 2006, there was a 24 percent 
increase in reported sexual assaults compared 
to 2005. In 2004, the DoD reported 9,000 inci-
dents of spousal abuse. A 2005 Sexual Har-
assment and Assault Survey of the Service 
Academies found six percent of females and 
one percent of males said they were sexually 
assaulted in 2004–2005, and less than half 
the females who experienced sexual assault 
reported it. In this same survey, 60 percent of 
female cadets indicated sexual harassment 
was about the same as when they first en-
rolled at their academy. 

While the DoD has been making efforts to 
improve its prevention and response to do-
mestic and sexual violence, victim services re-
main incomplete and inconsistent among the 
various branches. There have been reports 
that victims advocates, charged with protecting 
the victim’s rights, have been denied re-
sources to do their job, and in some instances 
been forced off the base all together. Further-
more, DoD policies are not codified in the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) and do 
not offer the same level of rights and protec-
tions afforded to civilian victims. Perhaps most 
importantly, victims are unable to seek con-
fidential counseling and treatment without fear 
that their records might become public if they 
press charges against their assailant. 

My bill, the Military Domestic and Sexual Vi-
olence Response Act, seeks to bring military 
law up to par with civilian laws by establishing 
a comprehensive approach for the military to 
address domestic violence and sexual assault 
among our soldiers. Specifically, this bill will: 

Establish an Office of Victims Advocate 
(OVA) within DoD, bring the Family Advocacy 
Program under OVA, and create a Director of 
OVA to oversee and coordinate efforts to pre-
vent and respond to cases of family violence, 
domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking 
with the military and among military families 

Codify rights, restitution policies, treatment 
and other services for victims within the 
UCMJ, including creating comprehensive con-
fidentiality protocols to protect the rights of vic-
tims within military law 

Strengthen policies for reporting, pros-
ecuting and treating perpetrators of violence 

Create counseling and treatment programs 
through the Department of Veterans Affairs 

The military should be at the forefront of 
prosecuting assailants and setting the highest 
standards for treatment of service men and 
women, or military family members, victimized 
by sexual assault and domestic violence. Our 
Armed Forces must be able to guarantee the 
most basic protections to ensure these victims 
can receive necessary counseling, treatment, 
and justice. 

If a victim cannot access essential care for 
fear of stigma, threats to their career, or be-
cause they just do not know what resources 
are available, the military will continue to lose 
valuable female and male soldiers. These men 
and women who serve our country in uniform 
put themselves in harms way to protect our 
nation from threats at home and abroad. They 
deserve the same rights and protections as 
the civilians whose freedoms they protect. My 
bill ensures service members are adequately 
protected when dealing with the horrible trag-
edy of sexual assault or domestic violence. 

Do not allow our brave service members to 
be victimized twice, once by their perpetrator 
and then again by the military’s lack of appro-
priate, compassionate, and confidential treat-
ment and response. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage all Members 
to join me in cosponsoring the Military Domes-
tic and Sexual Violence Response Act. 
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TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH 
LORENTZEN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the excellence in education in the 
4th Congressional District of Iowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Elizabeth Lorentzen of 
Decorah Community School District, who 
earned the National Board Certification—the 
highest level of certification in the teaching 
profession. 

National Board Certification is a voluntary 
assessment program designed to recognize 
and reward great teachers. National Board 
Certified Teachers (NBCTs) have successfully 
demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge, 
skills and practices. Certification is achieved 
through a rigorous, performance-based as-
sessment that typically takes one to three 
years to complete. Certification is offered in 25 
different subjects, covering 97 percent of the 
subjects taught in K–12 schools. 

I congratulate Elizabeth Lorentzen on her 
well-deserved certification, and I’m certain that 
she will continue to touch the lives of many 
youth in her community. It is a great honor to 
represent Elizabeth in the United States Con-
gress, and I wish her continued success. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF BUDDY 
HOLLY, RITCHIE VALENS, J.P. 
‘‘THE BIG BOPPER’’ RICHARDSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of those who lost their 
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